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LETTER 


Sent by the 


STA TESGENERAL 
OE THE 
VNIED PROVINCES 
TO TRE 
KING of GRBAT BRITAIN, 


SIRE, 


Wt Ie have zever 


& of Tour Majeſty , and #0 
Jp te Cnltivate a Friendſbip 
V8 rhich had been heretofore 

REES Hereditary between Your 

NV WS Majeſties Kingdom. aud 

thu Republick ; ſo, we were beyond meaſure troubled 
When. we (aw Your Majeſty exaſperated againit 
us , and that by the Artifiges of evil-minded per - 
Jons Your SubjeSs and Ours have been overwhelmed 
Pith thoſe miſeries which are inſeparable from War, 
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L E Sent by the | = 0, 
STATES-GENERAL 
OF THE-: 
UONIFED PROVINCES 
TO TRE 
KING of GRBAT BRITAIN, 


SIRE, 


4 y We "22 y6ver 
defired any thing more 

EIN EE then to merit the good Wil 

E206 of Tour Majeity , and 30 

@d pax. cultivate a Friendſbip 

I yl ALY 153 N I which had been heretafore 
"| X07 > Hereditary between Your 

NJ EN, = Majeſties Kingdom. aud 

thu Republick ; = Wwe Were beyond meaſure troubletl 


When. we (aw Your Majeſty exaſperated againit 


us , and that by the Artifices of evil-minded per- 


fons Your Subjess and Ours have been.overnhelmed 


ith 480ſs miſeries which are inſeparable from War, 
| A 2 and 
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and brought to ſhed that. blond which hath been al- 
wayes dear to either fide. The ſad (per iongg we 
bd thereof 0 on both ports in the - War j+had 
given us cauſe. to believe at the ſame-time, that. af- 
ter we were re-uniteds the: Peace would be a bleſſing 
Þ ji was-no-wore to be raviſhed- From wu. Apd we 

erle the rather: per ſwadell of it , 16 boy -ths- New 
Alliances we were entred into,' ſeemed able to make 
our, Union pternal-: Bug, ſecing Piviue Provicences 

for” the” ChUBomagt of the two Nations , hath 
permitted that- things: ſbouldl Hot continue long in 

that happy eſtate,” we yo *ſooher\ perecived, 4 Miſ-. 
underftanding ariſe» but” we thought our 
ſelves obliged to uſe all imaginable endeavours to 

Stop the progreſs of it , and to omit nothing that 

might contribute to the prevesting ſo great an 
evil as that of a Rupture. In order to which 
being certainly informed that Your Majeſty was 
offended at a Medall , which we. had noj Juffered 
robe. folds hut that we thought-it. very. enacent > 
-meimmediately ſuppreſſed it , and:cauſed 'the.y very 
[Stabeps: t0* be: broken -for foar. #here might” be 
ofome® made-\fecretly 3; "And to giver our, MajeSty 
«more eſſential proofs of the eitzew we bad of Your 
«Friendſhip, we wielded"t6 Your Majeſty whatever 
X06 were pleaſed to" dimand of is - in-behalf of 


\the inhabitants of Sutinam , how prejudicial ſoe- 
"per the thing were'tow, awd oherſorver reaſon we 
"otherwiſe had not to. conſent ro tt. "At the” fame 
- tame we-ſent'' the Sieur" Van Benningen' to' Your 
\MajeSty- for removing; if it were "+0fible, the 
Fmiſter a ed which Jome Iaboured- to 
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poſſeſs Your MajeSty with » and for perfefing a 
Regulation propoſed by Your Majeſties Ambaſſa- 
dor between Your Eait-India Company and Ours, 
Since that, although the little ſucceſs which the ſaid 
Sieur Van Beuningens Negotiation had had, gave 
us but too great cauſe to fear: that ws ſhould not 
ſucceed batter for the future ; y2t we no ſooner un+ 
derſtood that there were ſome who would perſpade 
Your : MajeSty . as well againit all likelihood . of 
truth, as truth it ſelf, That we treated under- 
hand with France to the prejudice of Your Ma- 
jeties.intereſts , but we gave order without delay 
zo our Ambaſſador with Your Majeſty to declare 
to Your Majeity in our name ,* That to ſhew' the 
falſhood of thoſe reports. which -were ſpread abroad 
to our diſadvantage » and to give Your MajeSty 
eſſential and unqueStionable marks of the fincerity 
of our intentions» we were ready to enter into ſuch 
an Alliance with Yog as You jhould think fits how 
Strift ſoever it ſhould be ,- and to go far beyond 
any thing we had hitherto done, for ſecuring the 
Peace of Europe. Then followed the affair of the 
Flagg , wherein we. think. our . conduf hath | betu 
with all imaginable reſpe& towards Your Majeſties 
Per ſon': - And although the, Anſwer we gave to 
Your. Ambaſſadors' Memorial be ſuch. as we ſhall 
always .be ready. to ſubmit to the judgment of all 
Europe , Yet upon complaint that it was obſcure 
and inſufficient, we ſent an: Ambaſſador Extraor< 
dinary to Your Majeſty, and gave power to him, 
as alſo to our Ordinary Ambaſſador, to clear what 
ſhould bs thought obſcure, and to adde what ſhauld 

| B be 
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he neceſſary : But inſtead of entring into-regular 
Conferences with them, and letting them know what 
was Hefetbive in our Anſwer » they were neplet- 
ed, and no Conference granted them upon © the 
point which might have ended all our differences > 


till an hour after Your Majeſties Declar ation of 


War bad been read and approved in Your Council. 
All ths, STRE, doth ſufficiently evidence , 
with what application and zeal we have laboured 
ro ſatufie your Majeſty, and to extinguiſh in its 
birth a Fire which « ready to conſume all ChriSten- 
dom. And 4s we have not entred into this War but 
from an indifpenſable neceſiity of defending and 
protefling our Sibjefts, we have ever fince the 
Rnpture, as much as we were able ſought Your 
Majeſties Friendſhip > and never given over the 
making overtures of Peace. Upon which arcount 
ie ſent our Deputies Extraordinary to Tour 
Majeſty in the moneth of [une of the year laſt 
paſt, who were confined to Hampton Court , 
without having any Audience given them, or be- 
ing beard what they had to ſay on ow part. 
A: Mmifter from the Eleftor of Brandenburgh 
paſſed alſo into England upon the ſame ſubjett , 
and charged himſelf, at our requeſt, with the re- 
preſenting to Your Majeſty the ardent defire we 
had to ſee Your MajeSty entertain other ſent:- 
ments» und our diſpoſition to ao any thing in our 
power to acquire again the honour of Your Ma- 
jeſties good Correſpondence, Since that » upon the 
Propefition made by the Mediators of a general 
Trace, 'for as- much as according to our judgment 
; we 
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ie could . not . conſent 30 'is. Wwithous hazarding 


the Safety. of our State ;  y2t, to evidence -to 


Your Majeſty how great a deſire we had to give 
You all pofiible marks of our Reſþ:&, «nd: to' the 
end. to procure $0. Your Subjetts ail the ad'van- 
tages which they- could haye received from a ge- 
neral-Truce> we offered one by Sea 10 Your: Ma- 
jeity for the term of a year > or a longer time, 
if Your Majeſty thought it convenient ; judging) 
that in the condition things were $hen ins we cout'!d 
not give a greater proof of the ardent paſsion 
we had to ſmooth the way to a happy Reconcilia- 
tion, then by putting all Your Majeſties\Subjetts 
into a condition of taSting the ſweetneſs of Peace, 
while ours fhould ſuffer all the incommodities of 
War. The \Miniſters of the King of Spain hays 
repreſented from time to time the ſame things to 
Your MajeSty,'\and have often repeated their in- 
ſtances to incline Your MajeSty to Peace ; But be+ 
fides all theſe advances > and the ſteps we bays 
made in publick, we have made uſe of other means 
which we: judged more efficaciow :' And Hu High- 
neſs #he i Prince. 'of Qrarge,, 4s well of hu own 
inclitation , 08 at the requeſt w2 have ſeveral 
times reiterated to him, hath uſed--all imagina- 
ble ways of regaining the bonour of Your | Maje- 
ſties- friendſhip for w, and repreſenting. tv Tow 
the advantage and glory Your Majeity might. 
acquire , by re eStabliſhing the” Qujes of Chriiten- 
dom» and. giving #s a Peace which . we. had (0 
often. and (6 ardently defired. © But. albeit vos 
bad all reaſon to hope, that the inStauces of u 

Princes 


(8) 


Prince who hath the honour to be ſo'nearly related 
#0 Your Majeity , and whoſe perſonal merit t« ſo well 
' known, wonld at laſt prevail over thoſe who are ill- 
affe#ted row ; and that befides we'could hardly be- 
lieve , that after Hu Highneſſes 'intereSts and ours. 
were become common and were no longer ſeparate. in- 
any thing, Your MajeSty would retdin Your former 
ſentiments, and go about to involye in our Puine one 
of the mo$t Illuſtrious Princes of Yonr bloud;we have 
nevertheleſs with great ſorrow ſeen that all theſe rea-- 
ſons have been alike weak» and that Your MajeSty. 
hath not beet induced by any motive to abate any: 
thing of Your firit.rigour. So that when we expett -- 
e4'a favourable Anſwer to our Overtures, 4thath. 
been declared to w at Cologne, that no Peace was 
to'be hoped, unleſs there were- accorded not-onely to 
Your Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian King, but- 
-alſo to the Elebor of Cologne and the Biſhop of | 
. Munſter, * ſuch Conditions as never were demanded | 
0f a-Free People, and which can ſo little be propoſed 
as Articles of Peace, that they can onely be the con- 
ſequences of an Abſolute Conque$t, the ſubver fion of 
the Reformed Religion, of which'Your MajeSty and. 
the Kings Your mot IlluStrious Predeceſſors have 
been the Sttrongeit Support and Defenders,and which 
carried with them at once the utter ruine not onely | 
of us, but alſo of the Low-Countries $m-ook to | 
the King of Spain. | 
Thu hath obliged us 0h Our fide, after we bad re- 
folved upon 'a' neceſſary defence > to preſs - our | 
Friends to enter into a Striffer "Alliance with us ; | 
Ant it hath pleaſed God to bleſs our endea'yonrs» 
and 
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and the means we have uſed in order thereunto, that 
the moſt Auzuſt Houſe of Aultria hath declared in 
our favour » and the mob Serene King of Spain in 
particular hath concluded with us a League Offenſive 
and Defenſive, in pur ſuante whereof he hath already 
declared War againſt the King of France. Things 
being thus SIR Es Your Majeſty will eaſily be- 
lieve that the conſequences muſt be greater, but before 
the evil be paſt remedy we thought fit to make one 


final eſſay, and to aſſure Your Majeſty that whatſo- 


ever change bath hapned in Europe, our deferencs 
and reſpe& for Your MajeSty 1s Still the ſame ; and 
that how confiderable and how potent ſoever our 
Allies are, we are not the leſs diſpoſed to give Your 
Majeſty all the ſatisfattion which You can reaſonably 

**tend ; And we bave this happineſs, that our Allies 
are of the ſame mind with ut herein; we preſume there- 
fore to hope that Your MajeSty will not refuſe at our 
requeSt and their interceſſion , what we haye not 
been hitherto able to obtain ; And that Youwill :9t 
augment the deſolation which 1s already bux too 
univer al. 

But that we may omit nothing that may diſpoſe 
Your Majeſty thereunto, . we beſeech You to refleft 
upon all that hath paſſed fince the beginning of the 
Wat>and at the ſame time to confider that it is from 
a particular one become general. When Your Ma= 
ie3ty engaged: in 1t we were the onely Enemies 3 At 
preſent. a great part of Europe 1s no leſs intereſſed 
therein then we; And Your Majeſty cannot continue 4 
Wars which hath already been ſo ruinow , without 
detlaring it againſt thoſe who are united with unand 
Without hazarding the ” hs of all Chriſtendom, if 

the 
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the Arms of the King of France ſhould be victor ious 
through the ſuccours given by Your Majeſty to him. 
And Your Majeſty can no longer take it ill that we 
yield not what Your Majeſty might demand of us 
for France, ſince by an indiſpenſable neceſlity we 
can no longer do it but with the agreement of our 
Allies. Sothat as the General Treaty appears accom- 
panied with many difficulties, and that we foreſee 
that it will be a means to continus this unhappy War, 
which we deſire to put an end to ſpzedily, eſpecially 
with Your Majeſty, we ſhall think our ſelves very 
happy if any of theſe confiderations may make impreſ. 
fron upqn Your MajeSties mind , and diſpoſe You to 
reſume thoſe ſentiments which we have heretofore 
with joy obſerved in Your MajeSty, and in which, 
upon the reconciliation we promiſe to our ſelves, we 
doubt not but Your MajeSty will continue for ever. 


In the mean time we pray Gods 
SI.RE, | 


To crown Your Majeſfties Reign with filicity, and tg 
bleſs Your Royal Perſon with health and lone life. 


At the Hague the 25 of Offtober 1673. 


Your MAJESTIES 


Moſt humble Servants, 
The States-General of the United Provinces of the 


Low-C ountreys « 


GASP. FAGEL 


By Command of the aboveſaid, 
H FAGE?TL 


HIS 


4B 
His Majeſtic: 
ANSWER 


To the Letter ſent from the 


OF THE 


UNITED PROVINGES 


Of the Low Countreys by their T, umnerer; 


P 


Igh and Mighty Lords, Al- 
rhough your Letterofthci;” of 
Offober, conſidering the pre> 
ſent conjuncture of affairs, thc 
matter it contains, and the 
manner of ſending ic by a 
Trumpeter when your De- 


puties at Cologne were in frequerit Conferenecs 


with Our Plenipotentiaries there, have more of 
the nature of a Manifeſt then a Letter, and that 
conſequently you may nor perhaps defire to 
have any Anſwer made to it; yer for the Vin- 
dication of Our Honour, as well as for the un- 
deceiving that part of the World which may 
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be abuſed by ir, We would not ſuffer it to re- 
main without a diſtinct Reply from point to. 
point as they lie in your Paper ( which Welſend 
you by the ſame hand thar brought Us yours ; ) 
and the rather becauſe it may ſo have fallen out, 
that by the great revolutions which have lately 
hapned in your affairs and the change of your 
Miniſters, even your ſelves may have take for 
truth what evil-minded perſons have ſo mali- 
ciouſly ſuggeſted to you, thereby to ſeduce your 
own people as well as Ours. 

There will need no great proofs to convince 
the World that many offenſive Medalls, Inſcri- 
ptions and Libels were theſe laſt years paſt di- 
ſperſed every where in your Provinces, to the | 
derogation of Our Honour, and that of the 
whole Engliſh Natien, ſince the notoriety of 
them was ſo univerſal : but to this day neither 
We nor any body clſe knew you had diſowned 
any part of them , until your aforcſaid Letter 
told Us you had at the time they were com- 
plained of to your Ambaſſador here , cauſed the 
Stamps to be broken for fear new Impreſſions 
ſhould be ſecretly made by them; neither do 
you yet tell Us that ever you inflicted the leaſt 
Puniſhment upon the makers or diſperſers of 
them. 

As to the affair of Surinam ; Could you make 
the World or Our People believe what in. this 
Paper you afhirm , your ſelves would have our- 
done your Medalls, and would be more inju- 
rious then they, faſtning a Reproach upon Us 
which, 
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which We have been as far from deſerving , as 
you, We hope, will be from being believed in 
the accuſation. You ſay, you agreed to whatſo- 
ever We demanded in favour of Our Subjects 
remaining at Surinam. Did We not continu* 
ally preſs their Releaſe from the time of Our 
Surrendring that place into your hands till the 
beginning of this preſent War, an is there not 
yet the greater part of them remaining there ? 
Are they there detained your Slaves at Our 
delire? Did We ſend Our Ships thither onely 
for a colour, with intention to ſubject them to 
your Tyranny more entirely and with the great- 
er decency ? and not to deliver them from it ? 
Was not the Officer We ſent thicher , Major 
Baniſter, confined preſently upon his arrival, and 
not ſuffer'd to ſpeak-with his Countrey-men, 
or acquaint them with the care We had of them ? 
Did he not Proteſt againſt the Governor for 
having broken the Capitulation in Eighteen ſe- 
veral points ? And will you fay all this was 
done according to what We defired > Hid 
you been ſo tender of the bloud of both Nations 
as in your Paper you pretend, you would not {© 
long and with ſo much obſtinacy have perfilt- 
ed in opprefling thoſe Our Subjedts whom you 
detain in that Colony. And it is manifelt thar 
if you could caſt all the blame hereof upon Vs, 
anikuatt you have a mind todoit. All Wecan 
ſay therefore to this your aſſertion is, That you 
have indeed granted Vs in words all We ask. 
ed, but that We haye never obtained any thing 
of you in deeds. D What 
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What followed, was the pretended Satisfacti- 
on you ſay you offered at. all times to make 
Vs in relation tothe Trade of Our Subjects in 
the EaSt-Indies. It was ſolemnly promiſed by 
the Treaty of Breda , that things ſhould be ad- 
juited by Commilsioners to be ſent hither by 
you when there ſhould be more leiſure for it. 
Bur you well know that Our Ambaſſador 
whom We ſent after the ſaid Treaty to 
reſide with you, could obtain nothing in that 
matter by all his inſtances that could in any 
wiſe fatisfie Our Eaſt-India Company. Nor 
did the Sieur Van Bemnningen, who ſeemed to 
have come hither exprefly upon that account, 
offer any more in all his Conferences with Our 
Commailsioners upon that ſubje&t. Ir is true, 
the Ambaſſador Boreel produced here a full 
Power from you to treat and conclude an Offen- 
live and Defenſive -League with Vs, but We 
could not accept the Propoſition > becauſe the 
conditions of it were not ſufficiently equitable, 
and that inſtcad of giving Vs ſatisfaction in Our 
complaints, he would never ſo much as admit 
of their being mentioned. On the contrary ; 
his whole diſcourſe tended to nothing elſe but to 
perſwade Vs that the States General offered Vs 
this League as a mark of their Friend{hip and 
for Our ſecurity alone > ſeeming indifferent 
whether it were accepted or not; andygaag- 
nifying continually the greatneſs of your For- 
ces by Land and Sea, as ſufficient to defend you 


againſt the formidable power of France ; and 
often 
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often threatning Vs, thar you could make falh 
a League whenſoever you pleaſed with Frances 
and even againſt Vs, if We accented not What 
his Maſters . offered Vs. The ſum' of theſe 
ewo points is, Thar, the Sieur Yay er 44 
was pleaſed to dilcourle concerning the Satis- 
faction demanded by Vs in point of Trade in 
the Eaſt- Indies , bur departed withour offering 
any thing awd the Sieur Borecl offcred Us 
A League | Offenſive and Defenſive, without 
giving Vs CarisfaGion for the paſt Injuries, or 
ſecurity againſt future; And all this to the oulf 
the Injuries We had compl. ained of chat till then 
were pecularly your acts , mi ighr by a ſolemn 
Treaty be declar'd Our own. 

The next matter of offence oiven Us was ( as 
you well obſerve in your Letter ). the "one 
committed againft Our Flagg in the moneth of 
Auguſt 1671, Complaint was made thereof 
to your Ambaſſador reſiding here, and he al- 
ſured Us he would. procure Us a fair fatisfati- 
on thereupon : but three or four moneths time 
paſhng without the leaſt notice being taken 
thereof by you, We held Our <e' 'f obliged ro 
ſend Our Extraordinary Ambaſſador to de- 
mand Satisfa&tion of you in more earnelt terms 
then We had done before. To which not re- 
ceiving any ſatisfactory Anſwer , he had order 
"to return. Soon after he was followed by an 
Extraordinary Ambaſlador from you , who af- 
fhirmed that he had no Powers to make repara- 
tion for this affront, or any other of th: fe things 


We 
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We had {o often complained of, but to agree up- 
on terms of Regulation in the buſineſs of the 
Flagg for the future ; yer ſaying withall, that of 
himſelf and without conſulting you again he 
could not pur any thing in writing concerning it. 
The arrival of the ſaid Ambaſſador Extraordi- 
nary was about the time We were ready to 
make open Declaration of War againſt your 
State ; which We could no longer delay, be- 
cauſe the Spring was coming on, and the ſaid 
Ambaſſador perſiſted that his Inſtructions per- 
mitted him not to do any thing upon Our 
Demands ; neither was he able to produce any 
thing to juſtifie his delay, but the offering Us 
to write to his Maſters for larger Powers and 
Inſtructions. 

The War following upon this, In the heat of 
it Three Deputies arrived here from you with- 
out any Paſsports from Us , or giving Us notice 
of their coming according to the Cuſtoms and U« 
ſages of War. Whercupon We might well have 
confined them (as you ſay We did) but We con- 
tented Our Self with warning them to abſtain 
from coming to lodge in this Our City , ap- 
pointing them inſtead thereof Lodgings in Our 
Palace of Hampton Court, with all other con<= 
veniences ſuitable to their CharaRer, and diſ- 
ſembling what We knew paſled between them 


and perſons they practiſed upon to cauſe en 


mults and diſorders in Oar City» or to'diſturb 
the progreſs of the War. Notwithſtanding 
which, We forbore not to ſend ro them ſome 


of 
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of the Principal perſons of Our Council to con- 
ferre with' them and hear their Propoſals. 
To whom' they made'rhis onely Anſwer, and 

erhiſted therein ro the time of their departure, 
that they had no Authority or Inftructions ro 
make any Propoſitions,bur were contentto hear- 
ken to thoſe thar ſhould be made to them, and 
co tranſmit rhe em to their Maſters ; hoping that 
while they. amuſed Us with this appearance, 
the Deputies you had fent at the fame time 
co the Moſt Chriſtian King might have con- 
C: Cuded. 2l ſcpatate Treary with hit.” 

And can'ypu Hatter -your felves with the 


| oginion char the World ſhould look upon this 


procteding as a cgov incihg proc. "of your” ar- 
dent deſires. for Peace? Did ever Prince or 
State ſend 4h Ambaſhdo: with &clign to ob- 
exit that which the Anibaflador was not em- 
©f twercd- either ro conclude or ſign, eſpecially 
*> z Prince with whom they had Wat? It'is nxich 
mote rational” ro bllieve what you did was to 
gain time, whilſt your oa far] to put in 
excttion "thoſe threats it -relation to France 
chat re SieurBoree} kad before given Os; 
'The Miniſter * of Brandenburgh never decla- 
red: that he cartie hither to make us any over- 
cutes* of Peace”; *' or that the had any other 
Commuiſſiion has co incline 'Us at the” FecOmn- 
mendation” of His: Maſter to hearken to: hoſe 
char ſhould %& made Us. He came 'hithe 
the © rime that the Amibifſador Extraordina,” 
of His molt Serene Majeſty: the King of Sweden 
= on 


arnved, 
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arrived, in order to the offering Us the Me- 
\i2tion of their Maſter , which We readily 
emoraced, as likewiſe a Propoſition made by 
them to Us for a Suſpenſion of Arms. But a 
lictle after when they propoſed the ſame thing 
to you, you thought ft abſolutely ro reject 
the Sulpenſion; and were ſo long bargaining 
upon the choice of a place: for treating the 
Peace, that many moneths paſſed without 
producing any other effect then your gaining your 


point in naming the Ciry of Colagne for the Con- 


greſs : Which being agreed to, and Our Fleet 
ready to put to Sea, you ſent Us word you 
would then accept a_ Ceſlation of Arms by 
Sea. To which We found. Our. Self, obliged 
to make anſwer, That a Peace might be made 
-- much leſs time then the _ of 5 Partial 
S ſion be agreed upon;  atthough it ap- 
p27 to "exby, com. 51.5 invemed only 
to charm the Cemmon - Peoples cars, and 
make Us __ apo Mt as Qur-pre- 
arations for equipping - Fleet. In 2a 
Tod, when OW + 2m: on might really have 
received benefit by a Suſpenſion , you. abſo- 
lutely refuſed it, and would then onely yield 
to it when you ſaw your Provinces like to luffer 
by the progreſs of the War, 

' The Miniſters of Spain never offered Us 
7 Conditions, nor performed any other 
office, then in general terms to incline Us to 


the thoughts of Peace, which We ever accepted 
kindly from them. '- 


Neither 
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Neither did Our Nephew the Prince of 
Orange ever make Us any Overtures for Peace! 
We mult needs avow, "That the manner of 
your Comportment towards him rill the year 
laſt pait, was no very good Argument to per- 
ſwade.Us, that your intentions of living in a 
-.;-+ 260d Correſpondence with Us, were real. and 
-_ _ Hacere: Andalthough We were unwilling to 
ſhew. Our reſentment of. his uſage publiquely, 
leſt We ſhould give occaſion to his Enemies to 
do him moreharm ; yet ſo ſoon as the good 
will o: the People prevailing againſt the Loy- 
veitein Party , had Conferred upon him that 
Power and Authority in the Government 
which his Anceſtors had ſo well merired, We 
applied Our {:if with more Zeal and Etiicac 
co make the Peace; being further incited there- 
unto by the unexpected Succeſs of the Arms 
by Land .of the moſt Chriſtian King. We 
forthwith ſent Ambaſladors Extraordinary to 
him, to be preſent at the Treaty ; which the 
Louveſtein Party would have managed co the 
Excluding of Us, if the Vertue and- Generoſi- 
ty of that Prince would have permicred him to 
admit it :. Bur ſo ſoon as Our Ambaſſadors 
were ſ:en upon the place, the Depaties with- 
drew themſelves, and never after appeared ; 
following that. fundamental maxim- you had 
laid from the beginning, of this War, to di- 
vide Us by any kind of Artifices , thereof ro 
make your own advantage. _ 
As to your infinuation of Our intention to 
ruine 
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%y--- a k 
Tuine Our Nephew the Prince. of. Orange , 


you know your ſelyes ſufficiently the inju- 
{tice of that reproach. And whillt ar Cologye 
you oye Foppleia to the Mediators that 
We: are too 'zealqus in advancing His Jnte- 
reſts, you would have Our Subjects believe 
We are guilty of ill nature cowards : him, 
And the better to improve this abuje you adde; 
without giving or having any the leaſt ground 
for it, that Our demands at Cologye tend to the 
ſubverſion of the Proteſtant Reizgion, and the 
ruine of Our Nephews family. © We cannot 
conclude Our remarks - upon this Letter ,or 
Manifeſt framed by you. with delign to abuſe 
your people. and Ours,” and involved interms 
of ok for Our Perlon, and fair words a- 
bour a Peace, without, adding what ought 
to be convincing to the moſt obſtinatc a- 
mongft_you;. At the ſame time you would 
perſwade Us.to break Our Word and Faith 
given to Our Allies, Nor to Treat ſeparately, 
you eſtabliſh it for x Fundamental potcr, thar 
you cannot break the, word you have' given 
yours, withouc wronging. your honour ;, as 
it your, honour ought always to be dear 'to 

you, but Ours of lictle or no value with Us. 
In the mean time, you make the proceed- 
ings of- your Deputies at Cologne to pals for 
the faireſt and moſt ingeruous that may be, 
reproaching that of Our Plenipotentiaries as 
rude and infincere , ſaying, "That notwith- 
ſtanding all your endeavours, We would nec- 
ver 
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yer yet abate. of Our firſt rigour; Herein 
We- appeal 'to the Mediators themſelves; who 
will 'net be wanting co do Us juſtice in let- 
ting the World know , that Our faid Pleni- 
potentiaries have retrenched ar leaſt one half 
of their firſt demands, whilft yours have 
continaally exculed thenaſelves from giving 
an anſiver upon any one of them;except that of 
the Flagg, with which they ſeem inclined 
to gratihe Us for the future, but in terms 
very equivocal, and which ſhall not take 
notice. of any right We ever had to it for 
the time paſt : And this is the onely thing 
you have thewn the leaſt diſpoſition to yield 
to Us during the whole courte of this Ne- 
ootiation : And having made no further ad- 
vance in the overtures of Peace which you 
{ay you made Us by Our Nephew the 
Prince of Orange, the Miniſters of Spain and 
Brandenburgh, and by thoſe of the Media- 
tors themſelves, you do not fo much as men- 
tion one word of it in your faid Letrer ; 
handling the matrer of the Peace. in gene- 
ral terms, to acquire to your ſelves the 
reputation of it; and not making Us one 
Propoſition but that of dividing Us from 
Our Allies, an Aion which you eſteem _ 


> 


too low for a Common-wealth , bur ſuitable 
enough to a King. 

If you have a deſire to promote the Peace 
in good Earneſt, inſtead of ſpecious ex- | 
preſiions, ſend Powers without further de- < 
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lay to your Deputies at Cologye, to: draw 
up Juſt and Equal Articles with Ours; 
and the. World ſhall fee how ready 'We 
ſhall be ro Comply with them , and ro xe- 
ſume_ thoſe ſentiments of Friendſhip and 
Eſteem, which the Kings Our Predecefſors 
have always had- for your State ; And to ma- 
nifeſt to you that We are traly | 


From White-hall 
the e140 of Ne- 
vember, 1673. 


Your good friend , | 


CHARLES R. 
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